
The winter winds still seem to blow 
well into late spring, whipping up the 
few remaining dead leaves. But 
change is in the air. Summer is not far 
away.

Keen gardeners will be looking for 
opportunities to step outside and get on 
with tidying their gardens and preparing 
the ground, ready to be at their best for 
as long as possible. The desire to shake 
off the past and change it for a better 
future runs deep in all of us. We want to 
feel that we can take control of our lives. 
New Hope’s service users can often feel 
held back by past experiences — with 
our support they look to regain some 
order in their lives. This may involve 

letting go of old habits and ways of 
thinking but will also requires a 
realisation of how different things can be 
in the future. That is a significant change 
and isn’t always very easy.

Christian believers can testify to the 
struggle they experience when letting 
go of things that hold them back in 
their walk with God. They will 
appreciate the difficulties others may 
have too. Let that inspire us to pray for 
service users as they work to move on 
in their lives. Pray that God will give 
them the strength and resolve required. 
Pray that out of his riches he will give 
them the grace to succeed.

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through His 
Spirit in your inner being. Ephesians 3:16
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Mon

Tues

Salvation Army Housing Association (SAHA) accommodations:  
New Hope House, Alpha Court and the Manse 

Praise God for the many positive outcomes resulting from the recent inspection of SAHA 

services. Pray for the team who will now continue to develop and improve them.

Thank God that one resident has now found permanent move-on accommodation. Pray 

that they will feel happy and secure as they settle in.

Community Home

Praise God for the ongoing work at the Community Home and for the strong and 

supportive family atmosphere which has been created there.

Thank God that the renovation work has been completed and another service user has 

joined the Community Home. Pray they will settle in quickly and make a good recovery 

from their substance addiction.

Pray that much needed move-on accommodation for residents will be found — for their 

own continued recovery, and so that others may take up a place.

Ask God for good health to be preserved for residents, staff and volunteers.

Weds Haven Support Centre: Rough Sleeping Prevention Service (RSPS)
Tenancy Sustainment Team (TST) including HopeHomes (HH)

Give thanks for the new intervention team as they start next month. Pray that the service 

will get off to a great start and support those with complex needs.

Pray for those who are rough sleeping in Watford and ask that they would know of our 

support and God’s protection.

Pray that staff have meaningful conversations and give support to those that need it most.

Pray for those living in independent accommodation, that they may be successful in their 

last steps toward recovery.

Thank God for the service of Bob, a TST support worker who has recently emigrated to 

Australia. Pray he and his family will quickly settle in. (TST)

Pray for the team as they adapt and make changes for the future. (TST)

Pray for a service user who urgently needs to find larger accommodation. (TST)

Pray that staff taking leave return feeling fully rested and energised to work. (TST)

Prayer points



DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

Sanctuary: Assessment Beds, Emergency Accommodation 
and Cluster Flats

Thurs

Thank God that service users are willing to engage with the support offered to them. 

Pray that this will bring stability to sometimes chaotic life styles.

Pray that staff will be wise and guide each service user in the best way for each 

individual.

Pray for the right move-on options to be found.

Pray for the spiritual protection of staff and service users as they seek to bring change  

to some service user lifestyles.

Head Office (HO) and Charity Shops [Watford (WCS) and Croxley 
Green (CGS)]

Fri

Thank God for the Head Office team. Pray for them as they continue to work whilst 

extensive building renovations are completed. (HO)

Pray for the protection of staff, volunteers and customers at the Watford shop, as they 

deal with the noise and disruption of building work. Pray that the shop will be able to 

operate effectively and that good customer relations will be maintained. (WCS)

Praise God for the income generated by both shops and the difference this makes to 

New Hope’s ability to meet the needs of homeless people. Pray for this year’s income 

targets to be met. (WCS/CGS)

Thank God for the continued donation of goods to sell at our shops. Pray for 

understanding and co-operation as some control has to be given for the type of goods 

which can be received. (WCS/CGS)

Pray that people who need financial help would ask members of staff instead of 

manipulating or removing price labels. (WCS)

Thank God for the continued conversations with regular and new customers and the 

opportunities to share His word and the work of New Hope. (WCS)

CONNECT EVENING

MON 8TH MAY, 7.30PM

ST MARY’S CHURCH, UPPER ROOM
WATFORD

GARDEN OPEN DAY

SAT 3RD JUNE, 10.30AM - 3PM
COMMUNITY MARKET GARDEN

2017

Thank God for a service user who has recently started work. Pray that he will be able 

to keep the job in the longer term. (HH)

Pray that the right applicants will be found to move in as new residents. (HH)
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Development: Community Market Garden (CMG) and 
HopeCollege (HC)

Praise God that the CMG is providing inspiration, joy and a variety of experiences to 

service users who are facing major life challenges and health concerns. (CMG)

Thank Him for existing partnerships with organisations that train service users in 

horticulture and offer accredited horticulture qualifications. Pray for further partnerships 

to develop and be tailored to meet the needs of different service users. (CMG)

Pray that staff and volunteers will continue to work together as a strong team as they 

face the increased pace of the growing season, working towards the open day. (CMG)

Pray for a service user who, having gradually been built up in confidence at the CMG 

over several years, is now moving to another town into their own flat. Pray that they will 

continue to grow and thrive in their new accommodation. (CMG)

Thank God for the quality of courses already offered to service users. Pray for those 

seeking to expand and develop the range on offer. (HC)

Pray for those who partner with us as trainers. Pray that the courses will meet the needs 

of service users and be well attended. (HC)

Sat

The Big Picture: Homelessness across the UKSun

The most common reasons people give for losing their accommodation is that friends or 

relatives are no longer able to provide support or because of relationship breakdown. 

However, individuals can arrive at the point of homelessness after a long chain of other 

life events. 

Some factors and experiences can make people more vulnerable to homelessness: 

these include poor physical health, mental health problems, alcohol and drug misuse, 

bereavement, experience of care, and experience of the criminal justice system. 

Poverty, inequality, housing supply and affordability, unemployment, welfare and 

income policies may all add to a complex interplay of factors. Please pray for those who 

are homeless with complex needs. Pray for insight and understanding as they try to find 

the best course of action to take for each individual.


