
My son – soon to be five – was 
due to be born on Christmas Day 
(although in fact he arrived early 
and we ended up leaving Watford 
General in the early hours of 25 
December). Since then, I have been 
utterly shocked – even scandalised 
– by the incarnation. God becoming 
a helpless baby just like the (often) 
crying infant I held in my arms. I 
continue to be utterly amazed that 
the Lord of all creation chose to 
become so weak, vulnerable and 
dependent.
 
“Your attitude should be the 
same as that of Christ Jesus: 
‘Who, being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with 
God something to be grasped. 
But made himself nothing, taking 
the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness.’” 
Philippians 2: 5-7

Earlier this year, Rob Edmonds, 
New Hope’s Head of Services, 
lent me a biography of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. Deeply moved 

by Bonhoeffer’s example of 
discipleship, I will be reading God is 
in the Manger: Reflections on Advent 
and Christmas, a compilation of 
Bonhoeffer writings, this December.
The book contains these words: 
“God marches right in. He chooses 
people as his instruments and 
performs his wonders where one 
would least expect them. God is 
near to lowliness; he loves the lost, 
the neglected, the unseemly, the 
excluded, the weak and broken.” 

God loves us so much that He 
became one of us.

This Advent and Christmas season, 
as we reflect on the incarnation and 
God’s love for the lost, let’s pray 
for the people currently receiving 
support from New Hope. May they 
know the closeness of God this 
Christmas. 

Rebecca Palmer
Fundraising and 
Communications Manager
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GOD IN THE MANGER



Salvation Army Housing Association (SAHA) services: 
New Hope House, Alpha Court and the ManseMon

Praise God for the positive atmosphere at New Hope House. 
Thank God for the food delivered last month as part of Mitzvah Day. 
Please pray for peace and a sense of God’s closeness this month as Christmas is 
a difficult time for many. 
Pray particularly for those struggling with addiction issues. Please pray for freedom 
from addiction. Pray too for the staff team as they seek the best ways to support 
individuals. 

Thank God for the Thanksgiving meal that was enjoyed last month.
Please pray for a sense of God’s presence and love in the home over the Christmas 
period. It is a difficult time for many especially when away from family members.
Ask God to continue to help the residents on their journeys of recovery.
Praise Him for the creativity of some of the residents.
Please pray for a fun evening out for everyone at the annual staff and residents’ 
Christmas meal.

Community Home – a six-bed home for those with 
substance misuse problemsTues

SWEP+, our winter night shelter, is running every night from 1 December. Please 
see the back cover for a prayer to pray every day. (RSPS)
Thank God for everyone who has volunteered to help with SWEP+. (RSPS)
Please pray for the three staff members, the volunteers and all those who will 
access this service over the next two months. (RSPS)
Ask God to bless and protect the team at the Haven. (RSPS)
Please pray for all those who will be at the Rough Sleeping Prevention Service on 
Christmas Day. May people sense the presence of God. (RSPS) 
Thank God for the positive partnership work of the Intervention Team. (IT)
Please pray for individuals who are struggling with substance misuse. Please pray 
for breakthrough. (IT)
Please pray for the provision of continuation funding for the Intervention Team as 
the current funding finishes in March. (IT)
Give thanks for the service of a volunteer who has moved on after helping for 
many years. (TST)
Please pray for the weekly tenants’ social to be a positive and calm space for 
service users to experience warmth and connection. (TST)
Ask God to be close to each service user this Christmas, particularly those who 
now live on their own. (TST)

Haven Support Centre: Rough Sleeping Prevention 
Service (RSPS), Intervention Team (IT) and Tenancy 
Sustainment Team (TST) including HopeHomes (HH)

Weds



We give thanks for the completion of the year’s growth. As growth slows and trees 
stand bare, we are reminded of nature’s cyclical change and we pray for those 
who are moving through that process in their lives. Pray that - through seeing this 
process mirrored in nature - they may find reassurance and relief. (CMG)
Thank God for all the volunteers, service users and staff who worked together to 
keep the garden going through a period of staff absence. Please pray that the 
seeds planted during that time continue to grow and thrive. (CMG)
Please pray the garden will be recognised, throughout this season, as a creative 
hub. Pray service users will enjoy the space even as the plants sleep. (CMG)
Ask God to provide a suitable gardening volunteer to help on Tuesdays.(CMG)
Thank God for the short film made to promote HopeCollege. (HC)
Please pray people will engage with the different developmental opportunities 
offered through HopeCollege. (HC)
Please pray for residents who are currently engaging in work, training, volunteering 
and workshops. (HC)
Pray for service users who will be on the new PAT testing course and the new Eat 
Well cookery course. (HC)

Development: Community Market Garden (CMG) and 
HopeCollege (HC)Thurs

Praise God for the appointment of a new member of staff at the Sanctuary. Please 
pray for him as he learns his new role. May God bless him in this new job.
A number of residents have been able to move on into appropriate longer-term 
accommodation. Praise God! Thank you for your prayers. 
Please continue to pray that individuals would be able to access the support they 
need which is often difficult due to the demands on statutory services. 
Sometimes people are asked leave the Sanctuary. This happens if they are 
behaving in a way which is unsafe for staff and other residents. Please pray for 
individuals who have recently been asked to leave. Pray they will be safe and that 
they will choose to return to the Sanctuary and work with our staff. It is difficult for 
staff to ask people to leave so please pray for them too. 
Ask God to protect the staff team’s health and wellbeing during the difficult winter. 
Thank God for the donations of fresh food that have been received. 
Please pray for a sense of the Holy Spirit in the Sanctuary and that there will be 
a heavenly and tangible difference when people walk through the doors that will 
transform people’s lives. 

Head Office (HO) and Charity Shops [Watford (WCS), 
Croxley Green (CGS)]Sat

Thank God for the support of the Jewish community at Mitzvah Day. (HO)
Praise God for a wonderful Team Conference as staff and volunteers gathered 
together. (HO)

Sanctuary: Assessment Beds, Emergency 
Accommodation and Cluster FlatsFri
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Web  newhope.org.uk

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
twitter.com/NewHopeHQ

WATCH US ON YOUTUBE 
youtube.com/NewHopeHomelessness
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The Big PictureSun
Please pray for the many people sleeping rough in cities, towns and villages in our 
country. Thank God for the many people who feel called by God to pray, give and 
serve those who are experiencing homelessness. 
Ask God to bless the work of Crisis at Christmas as they serve people across the 
UK.

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
instagram.com/NewHopeHQ
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
facebook.com/NewHopeHQ

Please pray for Somewhere to Turn, this year’s Christmas appeal. Please pray for 
a good response both via mail and on social media. (HO)
Please pray for One Hope, our joint carol service with One YMCA, which takes 
place on 17 December. May people experience the hope of Christmas. (HO)
Thank God for a successful Christmas shop launch in the Watford shop. (WCS)
Thank God for the hard work and creativity that has gone into making this such a 
success. (WCS)
The Watford shop will be closed between Christmas and New Year. Please pray 
the volunteers will enjoy a rest and relaxing time with family and friends. (WCS)
Customers will receive a free Christmas booklet explaining the real meaning of 
Christmas. Please pray this would be read and people would experience God’s 
closeness. (WCS)
Thank God for the staff and volunteers at the Croxley shop. Please pray for a 
good break over Christmas. (CGS)

Monday
17th December  

2018
7:30pm

Carol  
Service

Beechen Grove
Baptist Church

HOPE
One

SWEP+, our winter night shelter, is running every night in  
December. We’d be grateful if you could please pray for 
SWEP+ every day in December. Please pray for peace and  
protection and that it may enable long-term positive change  
in people’s lives.


