
This month as Lent begins many 
of us will be entering a ‘pilgrimage 
of prayer and discipline’, as the 
Anglican liturgy for Ash Wednesday 
describes this traditional religious 
observance. The liturgy continues: 
‘Through fasting, prayer and acts 
of service you bring us back to your 
generous heart. Through study of 
your holy word you open our eyes 
to your presence in the world and 
free our hands to welcome others.’

May this be our prayer throughout 
Lent: may God open our eyes to His 
presence and may our hands be free 
to welcome others. Please pray for 
New Hope as we welcome the man  
with an alcohol addiction who has 
been sleeping rough under a bridge, 
the woman who is fleeing domestic 
violence and the 19 year old who has 
been kicked out by his mum. May we 

welcome and keep on welcoming in 
the midst of rejection and relapses, 
extending God’s grace and mercy.

Let’s pray too for New Hope’s service 
users. Please pray eyes will be opened 
to the presence and comfort of our 
loving heavenly Father who is with us 
in our suffering. Pray the individuals we 
serve would know hope in their current 
circumstances.

I pray that the eyes of your heart 
may be enlightened in order that 
you may know the hope to which 
he has called you, the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in his holy 
people. (Ephesians 1:18)
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OPEN OUR EYES AND 
FREE OUR HANDS



Salvation Army Housing Association (SAHA) 
accommodations: New Hope House, Alpha Court and 
the Manse

Mon

Thank God two Alpha Court residents have been prioritised on the waiting list for 
social housing. 
Please pray for the SAHA staff team as they prepare for their annual inspection. 
Pray for new residents at New Hope House; may they make the most of the 
opportunities presented to them. 
Ask God to grant wisdom and grace to the staff team as they support service 
users with substance misuse issues.
Please pray for an ongoing difficult situation with a resident.

Community Home – a six-bed home for those with 
substance misuse problems

Thank God for the camaraderie amongst the residents as they encourage and 
support one another through recovery.
Please pray for the healing of a service user who is in considerable pain from the 
re-occurrence of an old neck injury. 
Pray eyes will be opened to the presence and comfort of our loving heavenly 
Father.

Tues

Haven Support Centre: Rough Sleeping Prevention 
Service (RSPS), Intervention Team (IT) and Tenancy 
Sustainment Team (TST) including HopeHomes (HH)

Praise God for the incredible dedication and hard work of all volunteers over the 
Christmas and New Year period. (RSPS)
Praise God for the courage shown by one service user to move to a residential 
rehab for a year and his commitment to making a positive change in his life. Pray 
for strength over the next weeks as he faces new challenges and trials in his 
recovery. (RSPS)
Pray for wisdom and grace as staff look at different ways of working in 2018 as we 
seek to support those who remain entrenched in rough sleeping. (RSPS)
Praise God for the work of the Intervention Team. Street homelessness has 
decreased since the team began work. (IT)
Thank God for the breakthroughs the team has seen in working with people who 
have been rough sleeping for a long time. (IT)
Please pray for two service users who have co-dependency issues. Pray for growth 
in their self esteem and inner confidence so they may make positive decisions to 
improve their lives. (TST) 
Please pray for a service user who is volunteering at the Haven. Pray the experience 
would benefit them as they help others go through their recovery. (TST)

Weds



Development: Community Market Garden (CMG) and 
HopeCollege (HC)

We give thanks for this time of preparation for the growing season ahead, the 
feeding of the soil with manure, the pruning, the cleansing cold – those processes 
that appear dark and painful but yet are essential and give rise in their season to 
new growth and fruiting. (CMG)
Thank you for the “Get out, Get Active” course currently underway, run in 
partnership with Groundworks East, encouraging service users to get involved in 
a large range of activities in the garden throughout winter and early spring. (CMG)
Thanks for the workshops that were offered last month such as “Couch to 5K”, 
outside cooking, music sessions and preserve making. (CMG)
Pray for our volunteers who have continued to come in despite cold and wet 
conditions, for the pruning, wood chopping, mulching, planting, repairing and 
above all else, getting alongside service users at a difficult time of year. (CMG)
Pray that we prepare well for the growing season ahead and that service users 
find comfort and inspiration here which will support their recovery. (CMG)
Thank God for funding from a local church and from The Gannett Foundation to 
develop the work of HopeCollege. (HC)

Thurs

Sanctuary: Assessment Beds, Emergency 
Accommodation and Cluster Flats

Thank God that a number of people have successfully moved onto more 
permanent accommodation.
Please pray the staff team will have the wisdom to challenge difficult situations.
Pray for the successful recruitment and induction of a new assistant manager at 
the Sanctuary.
Please pray residents would have their eyes opened to the grace and hope which 
is found in Christ.

Fri
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Pray for good relationships between the residents of our first HopeHome. (HH)
Pray for the refurbishment of our second HopeHome. Please pray people would 
buy household items from the Amazon wish list. (HH)
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Sun

Head Office (HO) and Charity Shops [Watford (WCS), 
Croxley Green (CGS)]

The refurbishment of 67 Queens Road begins on 19 February. The Watford Shop 
will be closing on 3 March and will no longer be accepting donations from 12 
February. This refurbishment is vital to make the Watford Shop and Head Office 
a safe place to work and volunteer. Please be reassured that our wonderful 
shop will not lose any of its character and prices will not be going up!

Please pray for the Head Office team as they temporarily move to different 
locations in Watford. (HO)
Please pray for the recruitment of a new member of the Senior Leadership Team. 
(HO)
Please pray for all the volunteers as they cope with the upheaval of refurbishment. 
(WCS)
Pray too that the shop volunteers will be able to meet weekly while the shop is 
completely closed. (WCS)
Pray for the regular customers who will miss coming to the shop – many visit not 
just for shopping but for company and a chat. (WCS)
Please pray for the friends and family of a much-loved volunteer who has recently 
passed away. (WCS) 
Thank God for the volunteers in the Croxley Green shop. (CGS)
Thank God for the significant amounts of money raised through DVD sales. (CGS)

Sat

Homelessness is frequently in the news at the moment, such as the debate over 
people sleeping rough in Windsor and the forthcoming royal wedding. Please 
pray for the media coverage to promote positive discussions.   
The Homelessness Reduction Act is due to come into force in April. Please pray 
for our local councils as they prepare for the change in legislation. 
Please pray for more work to be done nationally in preventing homelessness, 
particularly street homelessness. 

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
instagram.com/NewHopeHQ
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