
I wrote last month about New 
Hope’s theme for the year, Love 
Never Fails. As I have thought 
about love and what love is, I 
realised that it can be summed up 
in one word, Jesus. This realisation 
then led me to reflect on John 1:17, 
“grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ.” 

In our closest relationships, we 
value grace and truth. As Proverbs 
27:6 says ‘wounds from a friend 
can be trusted’; where there is 
truth and grace together, we are 
able to grow. I can remember 
hearing some words of truth from 
a colleague (many years ago 
now) which hurt but provoked 
much needed change. As I spoke 
about this situation with a mature 
Christian lady, she said that such 
times, although they are painful, 
are also moments of grace. She 
was right. The words I heard – 
though difficult at the time – were 
necessary and were a precious gift. 
A moment of grace and truth which 
I still value today.   

A man called Jon Kuhrt, until recently 
the chief executive of West London 
City Mission and now a government 
advisor specialising in how faith and 
community groups address rough 
sleeping, has written a short booklet 
called Homelessness: Grace, Truth 
and Transformation. He passionately 
believes that in our ministries with 
people experiencing homelessness 
we need both grace and truth. 

He writes: “the message of God’s 
grace is that no one actually has 
anything to fear from the truth 
– because in God’s eyes, no 
one is beyond forgiveness and 
redemption.”

Please pray this month for more 
grace and more truth at New Hope. 
May we all experience more of 
God’s grace and hear His words of 
truth which bring freedom, healing 
and life.
 

Rebecca Palmer
Fundraising and 
Communications Manager
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Salvation Army Housing Association (SAHA) services: 
New Hope House, Alpha Court and the ManseMon

Thank God for the positive community atmosphere at New Hope House. 
Praise God for residents who are engaging well with support. 
Some of the residents of New Hope House have recently gained a food hygiene 
and safety qualification through the HopeCollege Eat Well Cookery Course. Give 
thanks for their success. 
Please pray for the residents of Alpha Court. Please pray these six flats would be 
filled with the presence of God and His grace and truth. 

Thank God for sobriety and pray for strength in recovery.
Thank God for happiness in the Community Home.
Pray for those in the Community Home who are mourning.
Pray for the new resident at the Community Home.

Community Home – a six-bed home for those with 
substance misuse problemsTues

Thank God for the additional funding from Watford Borough Council which means 
we can extend the winter night shelter up until the end of March. (RSPS)
Thank God for a strong staff and volunteer team at the RSPS. (RSPS)
Please pray for the one to one meetings staff hold with people who are currently 
sleeping rough. (RSPS)
Thank God for the donation from Watford Lions to pay for food at the RSPS. (RSPS)
Praise God for the support and generosity of the local community. (RSPS)
Thank God for the provision of accommodation for an individual who was 
accessing SWEP+. (RSPS)
Please pray for the provision of funding so that the work of the Intervention Team 
may continue. (IT)
Ask God to help the new Citizens Advice worker settle into the team. (IT)
Please continue to pray for freedom from addiction. (IT)
Pray for God to provide for several people who are waiting to move into their own 
homes and need furnishings and household goods. (TST)
Thank God for a service user who moved into sheltered accommodation this 
week and was given goods to furnish his home. (TST)
Pray for a service user with a number of health issues (physical and mental). (TST)
Pray for all service users who struggling with addiction. (TST)
Pray for a number of residents who are looking for work. (HH)
Pray for residents who are learning how to manage their rent and finances. (HH)
Pray for the right people to move into our second HopeHome. (HH)

Haven Support Centre: Rough Sleeping Prevention 
Service (RSPS), Intervention Team (IT) and Tenancy 
Sustainment Team (TST) including HopeHomes (HH)

Weds



The snowdrop and crocus shoots push valiantly upwards through the hard cold 
soil whilst hazel catkins hang low, dropping their pollen onto the winter winds and 
stark branches  form buds, unfolding the promise of spring growth and, in time, the 
lush canopies of summer. (CMG)
Give thanks for a strong start to the year. For the celebratory atmosphere of 
the garden and the welcoming of several new people who are finding creative 
fulfilment through the learning of new textile skills, woodworking projects, music 
and animation. (CMG)
Give thanks for the community spirit that is evident at the garden resulting in a 
culture in which service users and volunteers are freely sharing their skills, talents 
and gifts with each other such as how to cross stitch, play musical instruments or 
draw in particular ways. (CMG)
Praise God for the success of one of our poets who has recently published a 
selection of his poems. (CMG)
Pray for the volunteers who continue to work inside and outside, preparing the 
beds and tunnels for the growing season ahead, supporting woodwork and textile 
projects to help raise funds as well as offering constant social interaction and 
preparing lovely hot food. (CMG)
Pray there will be good response to the garden support worker position and the 
right person will come into the role. (CMG)
Pray for the garden team as we move into early spring, as the plants awaken and 
growth advances. (CMG)
Pray that the programme of workshops - animation, bricklaying, come and meet 
the hens, as well as art club and poetry sessions - attract those who will benefit 
most from them. (CMG)
Thank God for the hard work and creativity of our HopeCollege volunteer who is 
helping to advertise the available opportunities. (HC)
Service users have already completed the Eat Well Cookery Course and a PAT 
testing course. Please pray they would build on these achievements. (HC)

Development: Community Market Garden (CMG) and 
HopeCollege (HC)Thurs

Thank God some residents have successfully moved on into good accommodation. 
Praise God for the strong staff team at the Sanctuary. Thank God for the new 
assistant manager. Please continue to pray for him as he settles into his role. 
Please pray for a member of staff who will shortly be going on maternity leave. 
Ask God to provide the right person to cover this role.
Give thanks that a resident attended a Bible study group. Please do pray for them. 
May they encounter God’s grace.
Please pray for an atmosphere of grace and truth throughout the Sanctuary.
Ask God to bring healing to some residents with mobility issues.

Sanctuary: Assessment Beds, Emergency 
Accommodation and Cluster FlatsFri



Call  01923 210 680

New Hope
67 Queens Road, Watford, 
Herts, WD17 2QN

Email  info@newhope.org.uk

Web  newhope.org.uk

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
twitter.com/NewHopeHQ

WATCH US ON YOUTUBE 
youtube.com/NewHopeHomelessness

New Hope (Watford New Hope Trust) is a registered charity (1080784) and a company limited by guarantee (03969063). Registered 
office: Cansdales, Bourbon Court, Nightingales Corner, Little Chalfont, Bucks, HP7 9QS.

The Big PictureSun
It can be hard to times to know what to pray when there are so many people 
experiencing homelessness throughout the country. Please pray for the national 
government and the local government. May they make wise decisions to help 
reduce homelessness and poverty.  

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
instagram.com/NewHopeHQ
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
facebook.com/NewHopeHQ

Thank God for our volunteer co-ordinator who ensures that SWEP+ has enough 
volunteers each night. (HO)
Give thanks for some good connections with local companies. Ask God to bless 
these relationships. (HO)
Praise God for our excellent relationship with Watford Borough Council. (HO)
Please pray for a new maintenance co-ordinator following the retirement of the  
previous postholder. (HO)
Please pray for the successful recruitment and induction of a new member of the 
Fundraising and Communications Team. (HO)
Give thanks for the amazing amount of donations received since Christmas. 
(WCS)
Please pray for a volunteer driver to pick up and deliver furniture. (WCS)
Thank God for the thriving atmosphere of the Croxley Green shop. (CGS)
Please pray for the shop manager as she works with her team of volunteers. May 
God bless her in her role. (CGS)

Praise God that SWEP+ (the winter night shelter) has been  
extended until the end of March. Thank God for the provision 
of more funds from Watford Borough Council and the  
availability of a space to use at One YMCA. Please continue  
to pray each night for the men and women accessing SWEP+. 

New Hope’s Annual Birthday Celebration 
Wednesday 20th March at 7.30pm
Wellspring Church Centre

Head Office (HO) and Charity Shops [Watford (WCS), 
Croxley Green (CGS)]Sat


