
At  New Hope, October is 
synonymous with Harvest. We 
receive hundreds of donations 
from local Harvest festivals which 
enable us to provide hot meals and 
toiletries to those who are homeless.

We visit assemblies and churches 
resounding with renditions of ‘Let’s 
plough the fields and scatter’ and 
‘cabbages and greens, broccoli and 
beans’. We see beautiful Harvest 
displays – created not with sheaves 
of corn or fresh vegetables but with 
baked beans, jars of coffee, deodorant 
and washing powder. Kind-hearted 
volunteers drive the New Hope van – 
laden with donations.
 
While the tradition of a Harvest festival, 
as we know it, is traced back to 
Victorian times, its roots lie in scripture. 
God’s provision of grain and fruit are 
celebrated through the Jewish festivals 
of Shavuot and Sukkot. The Israelites 
were primarily an agrarian society and 
God instructed them not to harvest the 
whole field but to leave some for ‘the 
foreigner, the fatherless and the widow’ 
(Deuteronomy 24:19).

We see this in the tender story of 
Ruth, a widow and a foreigner. As she 
gleaned in the fields, she was able to 
provide for herself and for Naomi, her 
mother-in-law. The practice of gleaning 
enabled Ruth to keep her dignity 
and self-respect, and she was less 
vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. 
 
Here at New Hope, we help people 
who are in similar situations: men 
and women who have suffered great 
losses and are dependent upon the 
generosity of others. Through our 
support, our development services and 
our focus on creating environments 
which are psychologically-aware, New 
Hope helps people to grow in dignity 
and self-respect while maintaining and 
developing their skills.
 
Thank God for His provision of food 
and toiletries through the local 
community. Please pray for the men 
and women currently supported by 
New Hope. Ask God to bring new 
life and new hope. Please pray each 
individual would grow in self-respect 
and dignity.

Prayer Diary
October 2017

When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. 
Leave it for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, so that the Lord your God may 
bless you in all the work of your hands. Deuteronomy 24:19



Salvation Army Housing Association (SAHA) 
accommodations: New Hope House, Alpha Court and 
the Manse

Mon

Thank God for the provision of accommodation for service users who are ready to 
move on to greater independence. 
Thank God for a new member of staff joining the SAHA services team: please pray 
he would settle in quickly and he would use his God-given gifts to be a blessing 
to both service users and staff. 
Thank God for a relatively peaceful atmosphere at Alpha Court. Please pray for 
the provision of appropriate move-on accommodation.
Please pray the management team would be able to match vacancies at New 
Hope House and the Manse with suitable service users.

Haven Support Centre: Rough Sleeping Prevention 
Service (RSPS), Intervention Team (IT) and Tenancy 
Sustainment Team (TST) including HopeHomes (HH)

Thank God for the partnerships the RSPS has with other organisations in Watford 
that enable the team to respond quickly and positively to those in crisis. (RSPS)
Thank God for the ability to reconnect individuals with family. Pray for healing and 
restoration in those relationships. (RSPS)
Thank God for the amazing seeds sown by staff that have recently left for new 
adventures. May God abundantly bless and anoint them. Ask Him for His grace 
and wisdom as the staff form a new team. (RSPS)
Pray for an outpouring of generosity in sleeping bag donations so the team are 
able to respond quickly to the needs of those sleeping on the streets. (RSPS)
Praise God for the opportunities to speak with other organisations about the team 
and how we can work together. (IT)
Give thanks for the ways service users are actively seeking the support the 
Intervention Team can offer. (IT)
Pray for a staff member who has suffered the loss of a loved one this month. (IT)
Thank God for an experienced member of staff joining the team. (TST)
Praise God for the new manager and her passion for the work. (TST)
Give thanks that three of the residents in New Hope’s first HopeHome are doing 
well and are up-to-date with their rent payments. (HH)
Please pray for a HopeHome resident who is struggling to pay their rent on time. 
Pray the issues behind this would be resolved. (HH)
Please pray for TST as they develop the work of their team. (TST/HH)

Tues

Head Office (HO) and Charity Shops [Watford (WCS), 
Croxley Green (CGS)] 

Thank God for the generous donations we receive from churches and schools 
during Harvest. (HO)
Give thanks for the hard work of volunteers and service users who ensure that the 

Weds



Development: Community Market Garden (CMG) and 
HopeCollege (HC)

We give thanks and praise for the recent open day - a culmination of a season of 
plant and creative growth. (CMG)
Thank God for all the service users that have come to the garden throughout the 
summer and for the progression they have made in their lives. (CMG)
Give thanks for our partnerships and volunteers which have enabled the garden to 
offer so many opportunities this summer, including cooking sessions, bricklaying, 
woodworking and gardening. (CMG)
Thank God for the corporate groups who have helped us maintain the garden, 
build a shelter in the social space and improve the fire pit. (CMG)
Please pray that as we move into autumn, service users deepen their engagement 
with the opportunities available in the beautiful and therapeutic environment of 
the garden. (CMG)
Thank God for the ways in which service users maintain and develop skills at New 
Hope. (HC)
Please pray for further funding for the HopeCollege website so that this tool can 
help many more to access education, qualifications and training. (HC)

Dates for your diary
Garden Open day
Community Market Garden
Sat 30th Sept
10.30am - 3pm
More information about all of our events can be seen at newhope.org.uk/events

Thurs

donations are collected, counted, stored and distributed efficiently. (HO)
Please pray for the fundraising events and appeals which will take place over the 
next few months, including the Big Imagine Sleepout. (HO)
Thank God for the busy and friendly environment of the Watford Shop. (WCS)
Give thanks for two new volunteers. Please pray they would settle in well and feel 
part of the team. (WCS)
Please pray for the Watford shop as the volunteers prepare for the busy Christmas 
period and the launch of the Christmas shop. (WCS)
Pray for a volunteer recovering from a hip operation; may she recuperate quickly 
and know God’s peace. (WCS)
Pray for the three new young people undertaking their Duke of Edinburgh Award 
placements at the Watford shop. (WCS)
Thank God for the team of enthusiastic and committed volunteers who serve in 
the Croxley shop. (CGS)
Give thanks for the good relationships New Hope has in Croxley and for the 
support of the community. (CGS)

The Big Imagine Sleepout
Fullerians Rugby Club
Fri 17th - Sat 18th Nov
8pm - 8am



The Big Picture: Homelessness across the UK

Even though older people are often less visible and less vocal than other groups, 
they are as vulnerable to homelessness as anyone else. 
Some older people have a long history of homelessness but to become so in old 
age presents particular problems. The death of a spouse may bring distress and 
depression and/or difficulty coping with household tasks, such as paying the rent 
and bills.
Physical or mental health problems can sometimes lead to marriage or relationship 
breakdown and in turn to problems with alcohol and financial hardship.
Older people can be some of the most reluctant to access services and support, 
such as hostel accommodation. They can be unaware of services available 
or alienated from them. Please pray for those organisations offering specialist 
support to older people, especially where they can offer early intervention to 
prevent homelessness from occurring. 

Call  01923 210 680

New Hope
67 Queens Road, Watford, 
Herts, WD17 2QN

Email  info@newhope.org.uk

Web  newhope.org.uk

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
twitter.com/NewHopeHQ

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
facebook.com/NewHopeHQ

WATCH US ON YOUTUBE 
youtube.com/NewHopeHomelessness

New Hope (Watford New Hope Trust) is a registered charity (1080784) and a company limited by guarantee (03969063). Registered 
office: Cansdales, Bourbon Court, Nightingales Corner, Little Chalfont, Bucks, HP7 9QS.

Sun

Sanctuary: Assessment Beds, Emergency 
Accommodation and Cluster Flats

Thank God for the strong and supportive team at the Sanctuary.
Give thanks for the breakthroughs we are seeing in the lives of the residents.
Please pray for the necessary funds to continue the Assessments Beds service.
Pray for the residents who are particularly vulnerable and who face numerous 
challenges. Please pray for freedom, joy and a revelation of God’s grace.

Sat

Community Home

Thank God for the peer-to-peer encouragement between service users as they 
journey together through different rehabilitation programmes. 
Pray for a smooth transition as the house adjusts to an even male to female ratio 
of service users.
Ask that God would give peace to two service users as they begin to receive 
counselling for traumatic life experiences.
Please pray the newest staff member would settle quickly into her job and would 
flourish in her new role.

Fri


