
In the busyness of Christmas, 
let’s take a moment to pause and 
reflect on what (and who) we are 
celebrating. God – the one who 
spoke the universe into being – 
becoming a baby. 

New-born babies are incredibly 
helpless and dependent: unable to 
roll over or smile let alone talk and 
walk. The first three months are now 
commonly called the fourth trimester 
as a way of expressing the vulnerability 
of an infant. They’re outside-inside, 
needing cuddles, snuggles and 
the familiar sound of a heartbeat. 
Completely dependent upon his 
mother’s breast for food, Jesus was 
helpless, vulnerable and weak. 

The One who is called Creator, the 
Alpha and the Omega and the Prince 
of Peace become a baby. The writer 
to the Hebrews wrote: ‘For we do not 
have a high priest who is unable to 
empathise with our weakness, but we 
have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are – yet he did 
not sin.’ (Hebrews 4:15) 

Jesus knows what it is like to be human.
I can take part in a New Hope 
sleepout for one night; I can listen to 

a New Hope service user’s story and 
imagine what it must have been like to 
experience homelessness; I can feel 
cold and hungry at times but the reality 
is I don’t actually know much about life 
on the streets. It’s a world away from 
my cosy home, my loving family, my 
full fridge and efficient central heating 
system.

But Jesus knows.

Jesus knows what it is like to be 
rejected, despised and alone. Jesus 
knows what it is like not to have a place 
to call home. Jesus knows what it is 
like to be tired, hungry and dependent 
upon the generosity of others.   

The author of Hebrews then writes: 
‘Let us then approach God’s throne 
of grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need.’ (Hebrews 
4:16) As we pray for those who are 
homeless in Watford this Advent and 
Christmas season, let’s pray that people 
will receive Jesus’ mercy and find His 
grace.
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Salvation Army Housing Association (SAHA) 
accommodations: New Hope House, Alpha Court and 
the Manse

Mon

Please pray for all the residents of New Hope House, Alpha Court and the Manse 
over the Christmas period. 
Thank God for possible move on opportunities for one of the Manse residents and 
one of the residents of Alpha Court.
Praise God that a Manse resident has a new job; pray he will find strength and 
stability to keep up with the routine of work.
Please pray for some of the Alpha Court residents who are having issues with 
their benefits; pray they will receive a fair and favourable response to their 
reconsideration requests.
Pray for the staff who will be working at New Hope House on Christmas Day. Ask 
God to bless them and their families.

Community Home – a six-bed home for those with 
substance misuse problems

Thank God for the progress being made by residents as they continue to make 
positive changes in their lives. 
Please pray for a smooth and successful transition for a particular service user as 
he moves on to new accommodation.  
Please pray that the Community Home provides a peaceful and safe Christmas 
to its residents. The Christmas period is often a difficult time of year for service 
users. We want every resident to feel at home and enjoy a sense of family within 
our community.

Tues

Haven Support Centre: Rough Sleeping Prevention 
Service (RSPS), Intervention Team (IT) and Tenancy 
Sustainment Team (TST) including HopeHomes (HH)

Give thanks for the breakthroughs in relationship the team are experiencing with 
a very vulnerable service user. (RSPS)
Pray for the generous provision of sleeping bags over the coming weeks. (RSPS)
Pray for protection and safety over all those currently rough sleeping. (RSPS) 
Give thanks for increased co-operation between organisations and the potential 
for further multi-agency work. (IT)
Please pray for men and women who are entrenched in a rough sleeping lifestyle; 
we are seeing breakthroughs (praise God!) but we long to see more. (IT)
Pray for people who have moved off the street into accommodation and are 
struggling to adjust. Pray for God’s grace and mercy. Please pray for the TST service 
user Christmas meal in a local restaurant. (TST)
Pray for staff as they take time off; pray each of them will have a blessed and 
relaxed time and come back re-charged. (TST)
Please continue to pray for service users who are vulnerable, suffering from 

Weds



Development: Community Market Garden (CMG) and 
HopeCollege (HC)

Thank God for the blessings of the garden’s indoor spaces, warmed by wood 
burners, which enable creative activities to continue whatever the weather. (CMG)
Praise God for our resilient volunteers working through the winter to help us 
complete vital jobs, such as manuring, pruning and leaf raking, and prepare us for 
the next growing season. (CMG)
Thanks for the kind help we received on Mitzvah Day from two synagogues. (CMG)
Please pray for a volunteer who recently had an operation. (CMG)
Pray that service users will not be deterred by the cold and will continue to join in 
enjoyable activities, inside or outdoors. (CMG)
Please pray service users would continue to maintain and develop new skills 
while being supported at New Hope, both through accessing the HopeCollege 
website and through their key-working sessions. (HC)
Thank God for the recent generous donation towards the work of HopeCollege. 
Please pray for the success of a current funding application. (HC)

Thurs

Sanctuary: Assessment Beds, Emergency 
Accommodation and Cluster Flats

Please pray the Prince of Peace will fill each room with a sense of His peace.
Please pray for breakthroughs in the lives of residents who are finding it difficult to 
leave damaging and destructive lifestyles.
Please pray for grace and mercy to abound in the lives of the residents at the 
Sanctuary. 
Christmas is a difficult time for many; please pray for strength and encouragement 
for the Sanctuary residents who will be struggling with loneliness and loss over 
the holiday season. 
Thank God for the volunteers who will be helping in the Sanctuary over the 
Christmas period.

Fri

Weds 21st March, 7.30pm
Wellspring Church Centre, 
Watford

21
MAR

NEW HOPE’S ANNUAL 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

mental health and substance misuse difficulties. (TST)
Please pray for a resident in our first HopeHome who has recently had a second 
operation following an injury. (HH)
Praise God another resident has made a good recovery from his accident. (HH)
Thank God that we have now purchased our second HopeHome. Thank God for 
the generous legacy which provided the money to buy it. (HH)
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Sun

Head Office (HO) and Charity Shops [Watford (WCS), 
Croxley Green (CGS)]

Please pray for A Bed Instead, our Christmas appeal this year. Please pray people 
would give generously and help fund the Assessment Beds service. (HO)
Thank God for the volunteers who will be wrapping presents at intu on 21 
December to raise money for New Hope. Please pray that shoppers would give 
generously. (HO)
Pray for all the volunteers who will be helping over the Christmas period. May God 
bless them as they give to others. (HO)
Thank God for the successful Christmas shop opening upstairs in the Watford 
Shop – over 20 people were queuing before 10am! Please continue to pray that 
the volunteers will have many opportunities to speak about the real meaning of 
Christmas. (WCS)
Thank God for the eight Duke of Edinburgh students who help throughout the 
week; please pray for them in their school work too. (WCS)
Thank God for a new volunteer who has joined the team and pray for one who is 
moving on. (WCS)
Please pray for the shop manager and her team as they take a well-earned week 
off at Christmas. Praise God for the many hours of unpaid work that go into the 
shop and pray a blessing on the many volunteers who give so much. (WCS)
Pray our two shops will be known as places of grace and mercy. Thank God for 
the ways in which we are able to provide for those in need. (WCS/CGS)
Please pray the volunteers at the Croxley Green shop will have a refreshing break 
over Christmas and the strength and energy to deal with the bags of donations 
that will arrive in the new year. (CGS)

Sat

The universal credit benefit system, which was first rolled out in 2015, is being 
extended to all benefit claimants in Watford this month. There are concerns among 
charities this may mean that some people are left for several weeks without any 
money resulting in debt and rent arrears. Please pray the transition to universal 
credit would not lead to further hardship and for a just and efficient social security 
system throughout the UK.
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