
The best short story ever (in my humble 
opinion!) is Jesus’ tale about the two 
sons in Luke 15, better known as the 
story of the Prodigal Son. It’s such a well-
known story which many of us first hear 
as children. I was sharply reminded it of 
recently when I felt a pang of resentment 
and anger on seeing someone else 
experience God’s outrageous grace. 
Internally, I moaned at the Lord almost 
mirroring the older brother’s words: “But 
what about me? I have been faithfully 
serving you all this time.” I stopped when 
I realised how my complaint echoed the 
older son’s protestations:

“Look, these many years I have served 
you, and I never disobeyed your 
command, yet you never gave me a 
young goat, that I might celebrate with 
my friends. But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fattened 
calf for him!” Luke 15:29

Sadly, there are too many times when 
I feel more like the older brother than 
the younger. Yet, we are all the younger 
brother – desperately needing the 
Father’s grace and unconditional love. 
I spent some time reminding myself 
how grateful I am for God’s love and 
forgiveness. 

I have just finished reading Generous 
Justice by Timothy Keller who explains 
how when we experience God’s 
grace for ourselves – His love for us 

as rebellious sinners – we are then 
more able to show this same grace 
to others, particularly towards the 
poor. He explains how an experiential 
understanding of the Lord’s grace and 
mercy compels us to show that same 
loving kindness to others. 

We may need grace in a different way 
to someone who struggles with financial 
debt, addiction, or mental health 
struggles but we all need grace. 

“If a person has grasped the meaning 
of God’s grace in his heart, he will do 
justice. If he doesn’t live justly, then he 
may say with his lips that he is grateful 
for God’s grace, but in his heart he is 
far from him. If he doesn’t care about 
the poor, it reveals that at best he 
doesn’t understand the grace he has 
experienced, and at worst he has not 
really encountered the saving mercy 
of God. Grace should make you just.” 
Timothy Keller, Generous Justice 

At New Hope, we love without ceasing, 
give without condemnation, and hope 
without bitterness. Please pray for 
everyone who is part of New Hope, 
particularly as we enter this season of 
Lent, for a deeper understanding of 
God’s grace and generous justice.
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Please pray for the Watford Winter Shelter which launched on 
1 December and will run every night until 31 March

GRACE MAKES US JUST



Give thanks for the Watford Winter Shelter and the homely, warm and safe environment it 
is providing to people who have nowhere else to go during these cold and wet months. 
Thank God for the success of the health day we hosted at the Haven where people 
were able to have liver scans, support with mental health and sexual health, haircuts, and 
support with addictions. Please pray for further opportunities for us to integrate holistic 
healthcare into our services.  
Praise God for the donations of food we continue to receive at the Haven, enabling us to 
create hot and healthy meals. 
Some people who were rough sleeping are now staying in the Outreach Plus beds and 
the Emergency Accommodation at the Sanctuary. Praise God they felt able to come in 
and for the positive encouraging conversations the Outreach Plus staff are having with 
them. 
Please join the Outreach Plus team in praying they would be able to find anyone sleeping 
rough during their street outreach walks in the early morning and late at night.

Outreach Plus, the Haven and the Watford Winter Shelter
Mon Providing support, advice and practical humanitarian aid for people who are street 

homeless, sofa-surfing or worried about evictions.

The Sanctuary: Emergency Accommodation
Tues Providing short-term accommodation and intensive support for 22 people who are 

homeless or are threatened with homelessness.

Give thanks for the donations of food from local residents and businesses. 
Thank God for the corporate volunteers who come in and cook dinner. This is always well 
received by the residents!
Thank God for a grant from B&Q to refurbish the bathrooms at the Sanctuary. 
Thank God for the donation of a fridge by a supporter and please pray for a replacement 
for our chest freezer. 
Please pray for the residents – please pray for hope, grace, and freedom. 
A resident has been reading Entertaining Angels (the story of New Hope’s early years). 
Please pray the Lord would speak to him through the testimonies in the book. 

An Alpha Course started last month at New Hope House led by our chaplain. Please pray 
for those attending and Sarah as she leads the sessions. 
Give thanks for the regular presence of both the chaplain and the Cultivate team at New 
Hope House and in the Recovery Services garden. 
One of the female residents has recently moved out of New Hope House into her own 
accommodation. Thank God for this positive move and give thanks for the way we were 
able to help her with essential items for her new home, thanks to the Project Home fund. 
Please pray for longer-term appropriate accommodation options for some of the 
residents who are becoming ready to move on to independent living. 
Please pray for some funding so residents can swiftly access counselling.

Recovery Services Accommodation (New Hope House 
and the Manse) Weds
Two homes providing accommodation for up to 14 individuals who are in recovery 
from alcohol and substance misuse. 



CultivateFri Horticultural therapy and wellbeing

Give thanks for the recruitment of a new member of staff who starts later this month. Please 
pray she settles into the role well. 
Please pray for the individuals and families who have recently been referred to TST. Please 
pray the team would have wisdom in how best to support them. 
Praise God for the provision of a volunteer who has been helping over recent months. 
Please pray for a person in temporary accommodation who is struggling with their mental 
health. 
One of the HopeHomes residents has successfully moved into his own accommodation. 
Give thanks and please pray for him as he settles into his own home. Please pray we would 
find the right person to move into his vacant room. 
The HopeHomes residents are doing well at paying their rent on time and looking after the 
homes. Give thanks for this!

Tenancy Sustainment Team and HopeHomes
Thurs TST supports people who have recently moved into their own accommodation and 

our three HopeHomes provide long-term accommodation for 13 individuals.

As the winter deepens we give thanks for the beauty of open skies, intricate ice crystals 
and the magnificence of the resting trees.
Give thanks for the sessions and engagements last month, looking at how plants adapt to 
adversity, nurturing indoor plants, a trip to Top Golf for Recovery Service residents, music 
collaborations with Sarah, our chaplain, and our wellbeing visits to two residents who have 
moved on to their own accommodation. 
Thank God for the small team that assembled to help us do some clearance at the 
community garden.
Give thanks for the insights and influences that will help us to deepen our trauma-informed 
approaches as we incorporate these into the processes of Cultivate.
Thank God for a promising meeting with Everyone Active. Please pray this will open up 
easier access to their facilities for those we support, now and in the future.
Please pray for those residents who have been impacted by the death of a resident, who 
sadly passed away from a long-term health condition.   
Pray for those who find this time of the year hugely challenging.  Please pray they find 
inspiration and meaning through the dark days and find comfort in the return of the light.
Please pray for our connections and relationships with our partner organisations and 
corporate groups, so that we can bring a range of opportunities to those we support.

‘The Hub’ is our working title for a proposed new building which will incorporate 
both the current work of the Haven and the Sanctuary. New Hope’s chaplain  
provides spiritual and emotional support to staff, volunteers and service users.

The Hub (H) and Chaplain (C)
Sat

Please pray for various meeting which are happening this month concerning The Hub. 
Please ask the Lord for His wisdom and provision. Please pray for favour. (H)
Please continue to pray for the finances so that we can purchase our chosen location. (H)



Give thanks for the wonderful customers who came into the Watford shop in January (a 
difficult month for many). (W)
Many customers are going through hard times. Please pray for them. Pray too the 
volunteers will be able to be a listening ear to people who need to talk. Ask God to help 
the volunteers to be sensitive to people who would like someone to pray with them. (W)
Thank God for the many generous donations of unwanted Christmas gifts which we 
received. (W)
Please pray for the two new Duke of Edinburgh volunteers who are helping on a 
Saturday. Please pray they would feel part of the team. (W)
Give thanks for the community focus of the Croxley Green shop. (CG)
Please pray for good health for all the volunteers. (CG)
Give thanks for the way New Hope is working with One YMCA, Herts Young Homeless, 
DENS and the Watford FC CSE Trust to run the first ever Dreams United: Stadium Sleep 
Out on 1 March. Please pray for a safe and fun event. (HO)
Please pray for the Fundraising and Communications team as they begin to plan events 
and appeals for 2024. (HO)
Thank God for the volunteers who serve across New Hope. Please pray for our HR 
and Volunteer Co-ordinator who oversees the recruitment, induction and training of 
volunteers. (HO)

Sun Watford Shop (W), Croxley Green shop (CG), and Head 
Office (HO)
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Thank God for the start of the Alpha Course at New Hope House. Give thanks for those 
who have joined. Please pray for God’s direction and wisdom as it continues. (C)
Give thanks for two new volunteers who have recently joined the Chaplaincy team, both 
to assist in Alpha and throughout the services. Please pray for them as they minister to 
people in New Hope services. (C)
Give thanks for the opportunities to chat, worship, and pray with people during visits to 
the Watford Winter Shelter. Please pray for Sarah, the chaplain, as she continues to visit 
the shelter this month and next, sharing God’s love and praying with people. (C)

On March 1st 2024, spend the night at 
Watford FC to raise vital funds for local 

homelessness charities. 
 

www.newhope.org.uk/stadiumsleepout


